Spring 2015 Newsletter

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT:
THE INCREDIBLE YEARS
2014 was a busy year here at Growing Home. One of the programs
we offered as a part of the inaugural year of our Blocks of
Hope partnership with Tennyson Knolls Elementary School was The
Incredible Years parenting series.
Incredible Years is a 14‐week parent education program supported by
over 30 years of research.
The long term goal is to reduce school dropout, delinquent behaviors,
and promote academic success by fostering strong relationships
between parents and kids.

Join us for a Tour!

Growing Home's Incredible Years program has received accolades
from Denver‐based Invest in Kids, particularly concerning how
we implement our programs and integrate wrap around support.
Growing Home hosts two Incredible Years classes every year, in both
English and Spanish. We held our fall 2014 classes at Tennyson Knolls
Elementary School for the first time to better serve Blocks of Hope
families. The classes commenced on December 18, 2014 with 26
graduating parents.

When was the last time you
visited Growing Home? Did you
know we have a new partnership
with our local elementary school
to help kids and families thrive?
Stop by, see what's new, and
learn how you can help.
The next tours are:
Wednesday, April 22 @ 5:30pm

Following the classes, families reported calmer households. They said
they learned to advocate for their kids, model desired behavior and
create harmony in the house.

Thursday, May 14 @ 12:00pm
Wednesday, May 27 @ 5:30pm

The graduates were so enthusiastic about their new skills and
fellowship, they created a Facebook group to continue to
communicate with each other and offer support. They are planning
to keep the momentum going with monthly coffee chats.

Thursday, June 11 @ 12:00pm
RSVP to
kristen@growinghome.org

Since commencement of the first Blocks of Hope class, Growing
Home has seen high demand from parents for future Incredible Years
classes and we look forward to continuing our partnership with
Tennyson Knolls Elementary School for future classes.

WAYS TO GIVE

Spring Incredible Years classes started January 22 at the Early
Childhood Center (ECC) at Gregory Hill Elementary.

This column will describe ways of
giving to Growing Home, and
there are many.

A GROWING HOME FAMILY STORY

In late December, 2014 Myrna came to Growing Home. Homeless,
she had sent her two younger daughters to El Paso, to live with their
grandparents, while she lived in a cramped basement rental with her

By Pell Fender, Development
Director

Most often we think of giving to a
cause we care about in terms of
cash and time. However, there
are many other alternatives. For
instance, a gift of appreciated
securities; a mature whole life
insurance policy; donations of
food, children's books, clothing,
and equipment; donation of that
car you were going to trade in; all
or part of an IRA; and more
complex, tax‐deductible
mechanism which help donors
shelter assets from taxation, pass
them along to subsequent
generations, and benefit Growing
Home in between.
I hope, as I introduce these
methods in future columns, that

15‐year‐old son. Despite working seven days a week as a Certified
Nursing Assistant, her high rent payments did not allow her to set
aside any money for a place of her own.

one or more of them will
motivate you to support Growing
Home in your charitable giving.

Myrna came to Growing Home's attention through her son's school.
With our help Myrna found an affordable apartment, and Growing
Home gave her half of a deposit and all of her first month's rent. She
moved in in January of this year and was able to bring her daughters
back from El Paso to live with her. Recently Myrna stopped by to
show Growing Home five money orders ‐ each for the exact amount
of her rent ‐ that she had funded through her tax refund. She was
determined not to ever be homeless again.

Today, we explore donations of
food, books, and clothing. Did
you know that more than
60 families utilize the Growing
Home Food Pantry in a given
week? It takes constant effort to
keep the pantry stocked with
healthy, fresh food that kids need
to grow strong. Donations of
books, clothing, diapers and baby
wipes are also greatly appreciated
by many of Growing Home's
families. Our parent educators,
out in the field supporting our
Parents as Teachers initiative,
constantly need books to
enhance a child's preschool
development.

INTERVIEW WITH ERIC SUNDBERG
Building Homes Society Member and Growing Home
Volunteer
GH: Why and how did you get
involved with Growing Home?
Eric: I was serving on our
company's foundation and was
approached by a colleague to
learn more about an organization
he was actively involved in.
Growing Home was going to
receive a grant from our
Foundation, so I felt like I should
get to know the charity and start
to build that relationship. Upon
visiting the charity and getting to
know the incredible staff that
worked there, I felt like Growing
Home was a good fit for me. There was a time in my childhood that
my family benefitted from some of the same services that Growing
Home offers, so that instilled an instant connection for me. The
organization has a mission and vision that I support. It is good to be
involved in something that can have a positive impact on people's
lives.
GH: Why have you chosen to become members of the Building
Homes Society?
Eric: Because I believe in the mission of the organization and want to
support their effort in multiple ways. Along with volunteering my
time and the time of my two boys to assist Growing Home with
special events and programs, I feel it is important to support the

Donations may be dropped off
between 8:30‐10am and 2‐5pm
Monday through Friday, and
10am‐12pm Saturday and
Sunday. Or contact Erik Hicks to
schedule a drop‐off outside of
these hours. (720)407‐1987
erik@growinghome.org
Questions or comments?
pell@growinghome.org

MISSION
To guide children and their
families on the path to a brighter
future.

VISION
We envision our community
working together so that all
children and their families have a
place to call home, food on the

financial need as well. Becoming a Building Homes Society member
demonstrates my desire to support the organization long term.

table, and the opportunity to
pursue their dreams.

GH: How you have seen your gift make an impact?
Eric: When my boys and I volunteer, we can see the positive impact
Growing Home has on families. You can see how much the clients
appreciate the services being provided and the caring environment
that the organization fosters. It is also apparent when you read
about a child's accomplishments in school or a parent's recovery from
recent struggles and improved outlook on life.

MEET PELL FENDER
Growing Home's new Development Director
Hi. My name is Pell Fender, and I am Growing
Home's new Development Director. I enjoyed
working with Maribeth Waldrep earlier this year
as she wound down her six‐year tenure with
Growing Home. She will be missed.
I am enthusiastic about my work at Growing
Home and look forward to meeting as many of
you as possible in the coming weeks and
months. I come to Growing Home with 33 years' experience in
nonprofit fundraising. My wife, Peggy, and I moved to the Denver
area to live closer to our son and his family. We also have a daughter
in the Bay Area.
Please see my quarterly column, Ways to Give, for some innovative
ideas for supporting Growing Home.

COORDINATOR'S DINNER
Shelter Coordinators ‐ Be sure to join us on Tuesday, May 5, from 6‐8
p.m. at Spirit of Christ Catholic Community, to celebrate, and thank
you for your service. Email Erik Hicks at erik@growinghome.org to
RSVP or for more information.

Thanks for reading and thanks for being a part of our Growing Home
family!

Growing Home has a new
logo!
Growing Home is rethinking how
we share our mission with the
community. We want to reach
more people and share more
stories, to better serve children
and families. After all, that's what
it's all about.
A new logo is just the start.
Check out Growing Home's
Facebook page for daily stories
and pictures of the volunteers,
staff, and families that make
Growing Home what it is. We're
also developing a new website
that we're excited to share in the
coming weeks. There's more to
come, stay posted!

DON'T MISS THIS
Check out the KIDS COUNT in
Colorado! report for the latest
information on childhood poverty
in Colorado. The good news is
that child poverty rates across the
state have declined for the first
time since 2008. But our work's
not done. Nearly 1 in 5 kids in
Adams County is still living in
poverty and nearly half of all
Adams County families rely on
low‐cost food options to feed
their families.
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